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DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY
2086 David King Hall
Fairfax Campus

Phone: 703-993-1384
Website: psychology.gmu.edu

Undergraduate Programs
The department offers a bachelor of arts degree (http://catalog.gmu.edu/
colleges-schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/psychology-
ba/) and a bachelor of science degree (http://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-
schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/psychology-bs/) in
psychology. All psychology majors complete a broad range of courses
from social and abnormal psychology to cognitive and biopsychology.
Students can also choose from special topics courses such as forensic
psychology and romantic relationships.

In addition to the general degree in psychology, students can choose
a concentration in clinical psychology, cognitive and behavioral
neuroscience, developmental psychology, educational psychology,
forensic psychology, health psychology, human factors and applied
cognition, or work and organizational psychology. These concentrations
may be of interest to students who are planning to attend graduate
school.

Students in psychology may have the opportunity to do research with a
faculty member or do a service learning course, which allows them to put
into practice what they’ve learned in the classroom.

Students interested in graduate study should be aware that
undergraduate research experience and letters of recommendation are
major factors for admission to graduate study. Such students should
distribute courses across a number of areas in psychology and work
closely with one or more professors on individual projects during their
junior and senior years.

Minors
The department offers minors in psychology (http://catalog.gmu.edu/
colleges-schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/psychology-
minor/), brain, body, and behavior (http://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-
schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/brain-body-and-
behavior-minor/), clinical psychology (http://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-
schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/clinical-psychology-
minor/), developmental psychology (http://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-
schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/developmental-
psychology-minor/), forensic psychology (http://catalog.gmu.edu/
colleges-schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/forensic-
psychology-minor/), health psychology (http://catalog.gmu.edu/
colleges-schools/humanities-social-sciences/psychology/health-
psychology-minor/), and industrial/organizational psychology (http://
catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/humanities-social-sciences/
psychology/industrial-organizational-psychology-minor/). These minors
are available to students in any major in the university.

Bachelor’s/Accelerated Master’s Program
The department offers highly-qualified undergraduate majors the
opportunity to apply to an accelerated master’s degree program
in psychology with a concentration in cognitive and behavioral
neuroscience (http://catalog.gmu.edu/colleges-schools/humanities-
social-sciences/psychology/psychology-ma/#acceleratedmasterstext).

If accepted, students will be able to earn both an undergraduate degree
and the master’s degree with a concentration in cognitive and behavioral
neuroscience after satisfactory completion of 138 credits, generally
within five years.

Graduate Programs
The graduate programs in psychology are distinguished by an emphasis
on basic research and the application of research to solving practical
problems in families, schools, industry, government, and health care
settings.

The department offers master’s and doctoral degrees with concentrations
in applied developmental psychology, cognitive and behavioral
neuroscience, human factors/applied cognition, and industrial/
organizational psychology. It also offers a doctoral degree with a
concentration in clinical psychology.

Funding
The department offers teaching and research assistantships, which are
awarded on a competitive basis. Other sources of funding such as grants,
loans, and employment on campus are also available. Students awarded
assistantships must register for a minimum of six credits a semester and
show satisfactory progress toward their degree.

Certificates
The department offers graduate certificates in applied psychology,
with concentrations in transportation human factors and usability, and
cognitive neuroscience. These have been designed to meet the needs
of students who desire to upgrade their skills and earn a certificate as
evidence of their skill attainment. Students may take these as stand-
alone certificates or pursue them concurrently with a graduate degree
program. Part of the certificate course work may be able to be applied
to the degree. Students must apply and be accepted to a graduate
certificate program.

The certificate programs are open to all students who hold a bachelor’s
degree from an accredited university and meet the admissions
requirements for the master’s degree in psychology with a concentration
in human factors and applied cognition.

Non-Degree Status
Applicants who have not been admitted to a graduate degree program
or a certificate program may apply for non-degree status. Non-degree
students must meet the same admission requirements as degree-seeking
students. Non-degree status is not intended as a way to qualify for
admission as a degree-seeking student.

While it may be possible to transfer the credits earned in non-degree
status to a degree program, such transfers are not automatic. They
require the approval of the graduate director and the dean. If approved, a
maximum of 12 credits earned in non-degree status may be applied to a
degree program. Non-degree students who intend to transfer their credits
to a degree program should discuss this with the appropriate program
director.
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Faculty

Department Faculty
Professors
Reeshad S. Dalal (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/rdalal/)
Christianne Esposito-Smythers (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/
cesposi1/)
William S Helton (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/whelton/)
Seth Kaplan (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/skaplan1/)
Todd B. Kashdan (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/tkashdan/)
Gerald Matthews (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/gmatthe/)
Robert Pasnak (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/rpasnak/)
Keith D Renshaw (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/krenshaw/)
Deborah E. Rupp (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/drupp2/)
June P. Tangney (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jtangney/)
Adam Winsler (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/awinsler/)
Stephen Zaccaro (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/szaccaro/)

Emeritus Professors
Louis C Buffardi (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/buffardi/)
Linda Doss Chrosniak (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/lchrosni/)
Susanne A Denham (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/sdenham/)
Pamela M. Greenwood (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/pgreenw1/)
James E Maddux (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jmaddux/)
John H Riskind (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jriskind/)
Johannes Rojahn (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jrojahn/)
James F Sanford (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jsanford/)
Robert F Smith (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/bsmith/)
Lois E. Tetrick (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ltetrick/)

Associate Professors
Lauren B Cattaneo (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/lcattane/)
Tara Chaplin (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/tchaplin/)
Timothy W Curby (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/tcurby/)
Doris Bitler Davis (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/dbitler/)
Theodore Constantine Dumas (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/
tdumas/)
Sarah Fischer (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/snowaczy/)
Jane M Flinn (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jflinn/)
Thalia R Goldstein (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/tgoldste/)
Lauren E. Kuykendall (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/lkuykend/)
Craig McDonald (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/cmcdona3/)
Patrick E McKnight (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/pmcknigh/)
Matthew S. Peterson (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/mpeters2/)
Tyler H. Shaw (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/tshaw4/)
Jerome Short (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jshort/)
James C Thompson (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jthompsz/)

Assistant Professors
Leah M Adams (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ladamse/)
Sabine Doebel (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/sdoebel/)
Allison E Jack (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ajack/)
Olga Kornienko (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/okornien/)
Philseok Lee (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/plee27/)
Yi-Ching Lee (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ylee65/)
Elizabeth Phillips (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ephill3/)
Martin Wiener (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/mwiener/)

Term Professors
M Susan Burns (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/mburns2/)

Term Associate Professors
Jennifer Brielmaier (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jbrielma/)
Michael E Hurley (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/mhurley2/)
Erin Quinlivan Murdoch (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/emurdoch/)
Justin Ramsdell (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jramsde2/)
Jeffrey B Stuewig (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jstuewig/)

Term Assistant Professors
Afra Saeed Ahmad (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/aahmad14/)
Alison H Melley (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/amelley/)
Sybil Smith-Gray (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/ssmithgr/)
Kevin Stagl (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/kstagl/)

Term Instructor
Jerry L Mize (https://psychology.gmu.edu/people/jmize2/)

Programs

• Applied Industrial and Organizational Psychology, MPS
• Applied Psychology Graduate Certificate
• Brain, Body and Behavior Minor
• Clinical Psychology Minor
• Cognitive Neuroscience Graduate Certificate
• Developmental Psychology Minor
• Forensic Psychology Minor
• Health Psychology Minor
• Industrial / Organizational Psychology Minor
• Psychology Minor
• Psychology, BA
• Psychology, BS
• Psychology, MA (CHSS)
• Psychology, PhD
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